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“Since wars begin in the minds of men, 
it is in the minds of men that the defences 

of peace must be constructed.” 

“Konsiderando ku guera ta nase den mente di hende, 
ta den mente di hende tin ku planta defensanan di pas.”

“Aangezien oorlogen in de menselijke geest ontstaan, 
is het in de menselijke geest dat men de verdedigingswerken 

van de vrede moet opbouwen.”

(Preamble UNESCO-Constitution)
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Foreword
2015 was another year in which the NatCom implemented 
various programmes in Curaçao and expanded its cooperation
with Ministries and Civil Society/NGOs. UNESCO’s mandate was
successfully achieved by implementing various programmes such
as making the community more aware of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage. This year focused a lot on Heritage (Tangible and Intan-
gible). 

The Field Office in Jamaica assisted very well in the capacity
building in the area of Open Educational Resources by means of
facilitating in a workshop together with a local counterpart. 
The NatCom organized together with the Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport the first TVET Conference in Curaçao
with collaboration of experts from Jamaica and Barbados. 
Projects of the Participation Programme were successfully imple-
mented and executed along with Civil Society and NGOs.

This year also marked the renewal of the UNESCO Chair on Sus-
tainable Development of Caribbean Small Island Developing
States for another 4 years. 
Professionals in various areas participated in workshops, meet-
ings and conferences organized by other member states and 
UNESCO. This gave Curaçao the opportunity to gain knowledge
so as to be able to share information with others on what was
learnt. 
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We can look back with satisfaction at what we accomplished in
2015 and look forward to 2016 when Curaçao celebrates its 5th

anniversary as the 7th Associate Member of UNESCO. Great
things are in store ahead to accomplish in 2016. We count on
your continued support in 2016 also.

Do enjoy this edition of our annual report 2015. 

Minister of Education, Science, Culture and
Sport/Chair NatCom  Irene Dick

Secretary General Marva C. Browne
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UNESCO’s 
Mission
The fundamental mission of UNESCO
is to construct peace in the minds of
men and women and in the hearts of
the nations. It is as much an ethical as
an intellectual mission.
In UNESCO’s constitution is written:
“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men
that the defences of peace must be constructed...” 
It focuses on the contribution to peace and security by promoting
collaboration among the nations through Education, Science, Cul-
ture and Communication & Information for the peoples of the
world, without distinction of race, sex, language or religion.

Mission Statement Curaçao NatCom
The Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO (Curaçao Nat-
Com) makes known the programmes of
UNESCO in the country and involves
Civil Society, NGOs, Ministries, Schools
and Youth in the advancement of 
UNESCO’s mandate in the country.
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The NatCom also executes and promotes the UNESCO vision by
promoting its programmes in the working fields of Education, 
Sciences (Social & Human, Natural), Culture, Communication and
Information.

UNESCO Projects and Programmes
UNESCO MEMORY OF THE WORLD TRAINING WORKSHOP 
Since 1992, UNESCO has operated the Memory of the World
Programme in order to help to protect and improve access to
documentary heritage around the world. The vision of this 
Programme is that the world’s documentary heritage belongs to
everyone, and should thus be fully preserved and protected for
all. With due recognition of the unique practices and characte-
ristics of different cultures, the Memory of the World - particu-
larly rare and endangered documentary heritage - must be made
freely and permanently accessible to all. 

One of the most important aspects of this programme is the
Memory of the World Register, which has been a powerful tool
for increasing global awareness of the existence and significance
of documentary heritage. 
In particular, the Memory of the World International Register has
come to be regarded as one of the most prestigious forms of
recognition for documentary heritage with outstanding value and
global significance. 
Various regional workshops were held in Incheon, Korea, Jakarta
Indonesia, Addis Ababa Ethiopia, Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 
Following up on the outstanding results of the previous work-
shops, the 2015 UNESCO Memory of the World Training Work-
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shop for the Latin American and Caribbean Region was organized
by the Korean National Commission for UNESCO and the 
Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea, in cooperation with
the UNESCO Kingston Office and the Jamaica National Commis-
sion for UNESCO.

The Objectives of the workshop were to: 
- To increase awareness of the existence and significance of

documentary heritage in Latin America and the Caribbean 
- To select approximately ten member states in Latin America

and the Caribbean that have not yet registered any documen-
tary heritage or have only a small number of items inscribed
on the UNESCO Memory of the World International Register,
and assist them in identifying documentary heritage with
global significance 
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- To assist the selected countries in preparing their applications
for nomination to the International Register 

And the expected Outcomes:
- An increase in the number of nominations and successful in-

scriptions for the UNESCO Memory of the World International
and Regional Register by countries in Latin America and the
Caribbean

- Increased awareness of the existence and significance of 
documentary heritage in Latin America and the Caribbean 

- An increase in the identification of documentary heritage with
global significance in Latin America and the Caribbean 

- Improved knowledge among participants of the methodology
for preparing an application for nomination to the International
Register 

Participation Programmes
The Participation Programme functions as a vital complement to
UNESCO’s regular activities by analyzing, evaluating and facili-
tating the implementation of national, sub-regional, inter-regional
and regional projects submitted by Member States and NGOs di-
rectly related to the activities of the Organization.
Furthermore, it serves as a means employed by UNESCO to
strengthen the partnership between the Organization and its
Member States as well as between the Organization and Non-
Governmental Organizations in official partnership with 
UNESCO. Thus the Participation Programme enhances the inclu-
sive and generous spirit of UNESCO’s noble mission. 
The budget approved during the 37th and 38th sessions of the
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General Conference is divided as follows:
US$26,000 for a national project or activity
US$35,000 for a sub regional or interregional project or activity
US$46,000 for a regional project or activity.
For the 2014-2015 Biennium the Curaçao National Commission
for UNESCO received funding for the following projects
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Participation Programme 2014-2015 US$

Title

Media Development and 
Capacity building for 
Curaçao
Supporting Curaçao’s STI
Policy Development
Training on the Intangible
Cultural Heritage for 
Community leaders
Free Open Source 
Spell-check Papiamentu

Requested 
Number

7290116161

7290116162

7290116163

7290116164
Total US$ 

Geo

CI
GE

SC

CL

ED

Amount 
requested

26,000

26000

20848

20000

Amount 
approved

26,000

21000

20848

19000
86848

Overview

completed

Incomplete funds
were returned
completed

completed

Extra budgetary Budget US$

Title

Joint Training Seminar an
amount of US$
ICH Field Inventory 
Exercise

Contract Number

4500257848

4500278543-A1

Total US$ 

Amount received

34770

4832

39602

Overview

completed

completed



HIGHLIGHTS 
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)
The project ‘Strengthening the capacities of Suriname and Dutch
Caribbean Islands for implementing the Convention for the Safe-
guarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage’ is currently being
implemented in the Dutch Caribbean islands.

Within the framework of this project, national consultations were
held, and the first joint training on the Implementation of the
2003 Convention at the national level was undertaken from 
8-12 September 2014 in St Maarten. The second joint island
training on community-based inventorying (CBI) for implemen-
ting the 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage, with participants from Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Saba, St Eustatius, and St Maarten from 22-28 February
2015 in Curaçao. 
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The focus of the joint meeting was on the area of community-
based inventorying. Inventorying is an obligation of the 2003
Convention and is necessary for the development of safeguarding
policies for the intangible cultural heritage elements to be inven-
toried. This training involved a 2-day field exercise on the eastern
and western portion of Curaçao. The two-day field practicum or
planned inventory activity allowed participants to gain first-hand
experience with inventorying and to put into practice some of
what was learned during the workshop. The facilitators for this
training were experts in this field from Belize, Honduras and Ja-
maica. The participants were taught techniques of interviewing
and documenting. During a 2-day field trip, presentations were
held in specific areas of the ICH for Curaçao which were the
tambú dance, making of the tambú drum, various traditions of
the past and the musical instrument of the horn and benta. After
this training the participants acquired the necessary skills for the
field based inventorying exercise which followed separately on
each of the islands. The topics discussed were among other, the
Inventorying Framework and Issues of Ethics and Responsibilities,
Information Generation Methods and Techniques

The opening of this training was attended by the Governor of 
Curaçao Excellency Lucille George-Wout and the representative
of the Kingdom in Willemstad. Through the generous support of
the Government of the Netherlands to the Intangible Cultural
Heritage Fund; this capacity building workshop could have taken
place.
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Field Inventory exercise
WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THIS 7-DAY CBI TRAINING? 
The information and experiences garnered from this 7-day train-
ing activity guide the 5-day field exercise in inventorying ICH,
which was organized by and on each island by those who have
been trained in the 5-day field exercise: what will be done and
who will do what? 
The practical part of the training on inventorying intangible cul-
tural heritage took place in Aruba, Curaçao, Bonaire, St Maarten,
St Eustatius and Saba. The duration of the exercises will be five
days for 10 participants from each island. The exercise will be
carried out by the local experts that have been trained in the 
theoretical part, supported, via email and other communication
means, by the inventorying experts who facilitated the theoreti-
cal training, and by the project coordinator. 

International Days
World Book and Copyright Day, 2015
This year once again the Curaçao NatCom together with the Foun-
dation for School Material, National Library Dr. Frank Martinus
Arion and Kressé Book & Gifstore organized activities to mark
World Book and Copyright Day, 2015 on April 23.
An information night was also held prior to April 23 for writers and
the general public to learn more about copyright. This was given
by the Bureau for Intellectual Properties. On April 23 the four or-
ganizations participated in the school reading morning, organized
by the elementary school St. Franciscus College. Later on that day
writers were put in the spotlight at the National Library, on which
occasion each writer received a token of appreciation.
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World Press Freedom Day, 2015
The NatCom supported the initiative of a group of youngster
named Prime Time Communication who decided to organize on
World Press Freedom Day May 3, 2015 MediaXperience/ Prensa
ta konta (the Press Counts). Press Freedom Day in the organiza-
tion of a media experience evening. An interesting programme
was put together for this day on which occasion topics such as

Freedom of the Press, Let’s
talk press, the secret behind
a successful radio station,
politics and the press and
more.
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International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women
On International Day for the Violence the elimination of Vio-
lenceagainst Women, the NatCom organized together with the
Ministry of Social Development, Labour and Welfare (SOAW),
Foundation for Victims Support Curaçao (SSHC), Caribbean As-
sociation for Feminist Research Action a one day seminar on the
topic From Peace in the Home to Peace in Curaçao, thus bringing
more awareness to domestic violence. 

Human Rights Day
For Human Rights Day, Amnesty International Curaçao facilitated
a seminar together with the abovementioned entities on Our
Rights. Our  Freedoms. Always. This half day seminar focused on
the UDHR (Universal Declaration of Human Rights), the status
of human rights in Curaçao and how do we translate human
rights into everyday rights.
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38th General Conference UNESCO
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Acronyms
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CAFRA Caribbean Association for Feminist 
Research and Action

CI Communication and Information
CLT Culture
DG Director General
ED Education
GC General Conference
GC General conference
GE Gender
ICH Intangible Cultural Heritage
IMLD International Mother Language Day
IPDC International Programme for the 

Development of Communication
LAC Region Latin America and Caribbean Region
MAB Committee Man and the Biosphere 
Ministry of SOAW Sociale Ontwikkeling en Arbeidswetgeving
OER Open Educational Resources
PP Participation Programme
SG Secretary General
SIDS Small Island Developing States
SSHC Stichting Slachtofferhulp Curaçao
STI Science Technology and Innovation
TVET Technical Vocational Education Training
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights  
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
WBCD World Book and Copyright Day
WPFD World Press Freedom Day
WTD  World Teachers’ Day                                                           



The UNESCO Secretariat is housed at the Ministry of Education,
Science, Culture and Sport. The offices are located on the third
floor at the APC-Complex, Schouwburgweg 24/26 in Willemstad,
Curaçao. It is headed by a Secretary General who works along
with a programme specialist. A documentation centre caters to
the general public and to other Ministries with information and
documentation received from UNESCO in its fields of expertise
(education, sciences, culture, communication & information).
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