


Our annual year report will be presented to you differently this time

compared to how this was done in the past. Unforeseen circumstances

made us opt to do a compilation of the past four years instead of per

year. This annual report will cover the following years of 2016, 2017,

2018 and 2019. We will highlight a selected amount of activities, trai-

nings, meetings and projects which had a great impact in Curaçao. This

annual report will focus on the five working areas of UNESCO’s pro-

gramme on Education, Natural Sciences, Social & Human Sciences, Cul-

ture and Communication & Information.

Each year had a specific meaning for the work done by the National

Commission on the island. In 2016 the  5th  anniversary of Associate

Membership to UNESCO was celebrated. I would like to emphasize that

Curaçao was selected to be the first country in the Caribbean to utilize

UNESCO’s Media Development Indicators (MDIs) to assess its media

landscape.

This investigation was made possible through the funding of UNESCO

HQ IPDC section (International Programme for the Development of

Communication). The final English editing report was funded by Bureau

Telecommunication and Post. This publication of the Assessment of

Media Development in Curaçao serves as a good example for the rest

of the Caribbean. I would like to thank first of all UNESCO Kingston Clus-

ter Office for the Caribbean (COC) for giving Curaçao this opportunity

to serve as pilot and to show that no matter how small we are; the 

capacity is there to do an investigation of this size. It was not an easy

task to fulfil, but we succeeded in having a final product on the view

of Society and other Stakeholders on our media landscape, that is very

much needed. The consultations included in-depth interviews through-
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out Curaçao, focus groups with media workers and members of the

public, and three opinion polls targeting media workers, managers and

a representative sample of 708 inhabitants of Curaçao. 

In 2017 the focus was placed on strengthening the Capacities of 

Suriname and Dutch Caribbean Islands for implementing the Convention

for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (co-ratified in

2016) and 20 years on the World Heritage List. In 2018 we gladly received

recognition by UNESCO’s Associate Schools Network sector of a second

school to join the family of the ASPnetwork. During the 40th General Con-

ference in 2019 Paris, France, Curaçao on behalf of the Kingdom of the

Netherlands signed the Regional Convention on the Recognition of Stu-

dies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in Latin America and the

Caribbean, adopted in Buenos Aires on 13 July 2019, by Minister Marilyn

M. Alcalá-Wallé, Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of

Curaçao.

We hope you will find the information supplied in our compiled year re-

port of great interest and that it may spark your curiosity to learn more

about UNESCO’s mission, vision and work that it is doing in Curaçao and

how you on your part can deliver a contribution to the further develop-

ment of our country through education, the

sciences, culture and communication & in-

formation. 

Marva C. Browne M.A.

Secretary General

Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

© Wassef Sokkari Peña
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What is UNESCO?
UNESCO was founded on 16th November 1945 for the promotion of

peace and security through international cooperation within its fields

of competence. It is a specialized Agency of the United Nations for in-

ternational cooperation in the fields of Education, Science, Culture and

Communication & Information.

Mission
UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization. It seeks to build peace through international cooperation

in Education, the Sciences, Culture and Communication & Information.

UNESCO’s programmes contribute to the achievement of the Sus-

tainable Development Goals defined in Agenda 2030, adopted by the

UN General Assembly in 2015. (UNESCO)

UNESCO
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Vision
Political and economic arrangements of governments are not enough

to secure the lasting and sincere support of the peoples. Peace must be

founded upon dialogue and mutual understanding. Peace must be built

upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of humanity.

In this spirit, UNESCO develops educational tools to help people live as

global citizens free of hate and intolerance. UNESCO works so that each

child and citizen has access to quality education. By promoting cultural

heritage and the equal dignity of all cultures, UNESCO strengthens bonds

among nations. UNESCO fosters scientific programmes and policies as

platforms for development and cooperation. UNESCO stands up for free-

dom of expression, as a fundamental right and a key condition for

democracy and development. Serving as a laboratory of ideas, UNESCO

helps countries adopt international standards and manages programmes

that foster the free flow of ideas and knowledge sharing.

UNESCO’s founding vision was born in response to a world war that was

marked by racist and anti-Semitic violence. Seventy years on and many

liberation struggles later, UNESCO’s mandate is as relevant as ever. Cul-

tural diversity is under attack and new forms of intolerance, rejection of

scientific facts and threats to freedom of expression challenge peace and

human rights. In response, UNESCO’s duty remains to reaffirm the hu-

manist missions of education, science and culture. (UNESCO)

Furthermore UNESCO focuses on two Global Priorities which are Africa

and Gender and four Priority Groups namely SIDS (Small Island Deve-

loping States), Youth, LDC (Least Developed Countries) and Indigenous

Peoples. 
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© UNESCO

The Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO 
(Curaçao NatCom)
Curaçao now as Associate Member of UNESCO established its own 

National Commission as required by UNESCO. UNESCO numbers 193

Member States and 11 Associate Member States (2020). For the exe-

cution of UNESCO’s programmes they are divided into five geographical
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regions, namely Africa; the Arab States; Asia & the Pacific, Europe &

North America and Latin America & the Caribbean. Curaçao pertains

to the Latin America and Caribbean Region (LAC). UNESCO is the only

organization in the UN system that has National Commissions as its

contact body. The main task of these commissions is to involve as many

organizations as possible operative in their countries within UNESCO’s

fields of competence. Each National Commission for UNESCO is

presided over by a chairperson. The Secretary General functions as 

liaison between the UNESCO Headquarters and the National Commis-

sion and is in charge of the secretariat of the National Commission.

Mission Statement
To make known the programmes of UNESCO in the country, involve

Civil Society, NGOs, Ministries, Schools and Youth in the advancement

of UNESCO’s mandate in the country and also to promote peace buil-

ding, poverty eradication, sustainable development and intellectual 

dialogue through Education, Natural Sciences, Social & Human Sciences,

Culture, and Communication & Information.

Vision 
Strive to promote peace through the UNESCO programmes in the field

of Education, Science, Culture and Communication & Information”.

Core values
1. Integrity

2. Professionalism

3. Teamwork

4. Excellence in service

5. Faithful to the law
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Flag Curaçao 

Process to becoming an Associate Member of UNESCO
The Netherlands Antilles became the first Associate Member of 

UNESCO on 25 October 1983, by making use of the UNESCO Constitu-

tion Article II Membership point 3. This states that: “Territories or

groups of territories which are not responsible for the conduct of their

international relations may be admitted as Associate Members by the

General Conference by a two-thirds majority of Members present and

voting, upon application made on behalf of such territory or group of

territories by the Member or other authority having responsibility for

their international relations. The nature and extent of the rights and

obligations of Associate Members shall be determined by the General
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Conference.” In this case the Netherlands, Member of UNESCO, made

the application for Curaçao.

On Sunday 10 October 2010, a new status of the Netherlands Antilles

came into effect within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, by which the

country status Dutch: land of the Netherlands Antilles ceased to exist.

Under the new status, Curaçao and Saint Maarten became countries

(enjoying internal self-government within the Kingdom), joining Aruba,

which gained similar status in 1986. Bonaire, St. Eustatius and Saba

have become part of the country “the Netherlands”. The Netherlands

retains responsibility for e.g. defence and foreign policy.

From this date forward 10 October 2010 the Kingdom consists of four

parts: the Netherlands, Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maarten and enjoy 

internal self-government within the Kingdom, as Aruba. These changes

constitute a modification of the internal constitutional relations within

the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The Kingdom of the Netherlands will

accordingly remain the subject of international law with which agree-

ments are concluded.

The modification of the structure of the Kingdom will therefore not 

affect the validity of the international agreements, ratified by the King-

dom for the Netherlands and Netherlands Antilles: these agreements,

including any reservations made, will continue to apply to Curaçao and

St. Maarten.

After following the same procedure as mentioned above, on October

25, 2011 Curaçao joined the UNESCO family as the 7th Associate Mem-

ber. Its membership was received by acclamation from the General 

Assembly during the 36th General Conference of UNESCO Paris, France.
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Celebrating 5 years Associate Member to UNESCO

Messages on 5 Years Associate Member to UNESCO
Éric Falt is a French senior official at the United Nations Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) based in Paris. He has

served as ADG (Assistant Director-General) for External Relations and

Public Information at UNESCO HQ. On the occasion of the 5th Anniver-

sary of Curaçao’s Associate Membership to

UNESCO, Mr Falt had this message for 

Curaçao: “UNESCO is honoured to associate

with Curaçao in celebrating its 5th year of

Associate Membership on 25 October 2016

and I wish to convey sincere appreciation,

gratitude and congratulations to the autho-

rities and people of Curaçao. I am confident

that the excellent co-operation that exists

between us will be further strengthened.”
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Katherine Grigsby the director and represen-

tative at the UNESCO Kingston Cluster Office

for the Caribbean had the following message

for the Curaçao National Commission for 

UNESCO’s 5th anniversary booklet: “It is my

pleasure to extend hearty congratulations to

the Curaçao National Commission for 

UNESCO on the occasion of its 5th anniver-

sary, a key partner of UNESCO in the

Caribbean. During these five years we have

enjoyed a very fruitful and productive relationship and a spirit of co-

operation has marked our collective journey. As we look towards the

future, we will continue to work together with strong commitment and

mutual respect for a more inclusive, prosperous and equitable Curaçao

in the Caribbean.”

Chairperson of the Curaçao NatCom for 

UNESCO and also the Minister of Education,

Science, Culture and Sports Irene A. Dick had

the following encouraging words: “After the

years of the Netherlands Antilles as Asso-

ciate Member to UNESCO, Curaçao became

an Associate Member to UNESCO on Octo-

ber 25, 2011. From the start Curaçao has

strived to achieve the UNESCO goals. Our

gratitude goes to each and every one who,

in one way or the other, throughout these five years, supported and

helped implement the various UNESCO programmes in Curaçao. 
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We rely on your continued support for the years ahead.” Congratula-

tions Curaçao.

Secretary General Marva C. Browne on the

occasion of Curaçao’s fifth anniversary as

Associate Member to UNESCO had the fol-

lowing to say: “The Curaçao National Com-

mission for UNESCO throughout its five

years of existence achieved much success in

implementing and executing UNESCO’s pro-

grammes. I wish to express my gratitude

and thanks to Civil Society, NGOs, stake-

holders and those who hold UNESCO at

heart for your support during the years.

Masha danki. Thank you UNESCO for your

support throughout the years.
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LAUNCH PUBLICATION 
Media Development Indicators Curaçao

On the soft launch of the publication in May of 2016 the Director and

Representative Katherine Grigsby and Communications specialist of

the Kingston Cluster Office for the Caribbean Isabel Viera were pre-

sented with the first copy of the publication of the media assessment

in Curaçao.

Foreword by Katherine Grigsby in the publication:

“Curaçao is the first country in the Caribbean to utilize UNESCO’s Media

Development Indicators (MDIs) to assess its media landscape. The pur-

pose of the study is to analyse the situation of the media in Curaçao,

and the progress that has been achieved as the country moves towards

more intercultural dialogue through the use of the media. The MDI 

reports allow for the pursuit of peace building and dialogue through

freedom of expression and a free, independent and pluralistic media

landscape. This detailed analysis of the media landscape is in keeping

with the mandate of UNESCO. The MDIs, which serve as the foundation

of this study, were approved by the intergovernmental Council of the

International Programme for the Development of Communication

(IPDC) of UNESCO in 2008. This framework is a significant development

in the communication field as it provides tools that can help analyse

and assess the main aspects of communication within a given context,

with reference to international standards. The main part of this study

was conducted in 2013 and 2014, and provides a broad view of the

country’s media landscape. Its findings can positively contribute to 
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future discussions on legal reform and media self-regulation. It also

provides the base for ongoing detailed study by local stakeholders in

the MDI categories such as through more in-depth research on media

self-regulation; plurality and diversity of media; media as a platform

for democratic discourse; professional capacity building; and infrastruc-

tural capacity. The UNESCO MDI assessment of Curaçao not only maps

the gaps in the media landscape but also makes recommendations as

to the way forward. As UNESCO looks ahead to delivering service to

our Member States based on the Sustainable Development Goals, we

will look to countries like Curaçao to take the lead in showing the value

of an MDI to media reform in a given country. It is our hope that this

MDI study will make a significant difference to the media landscape in

the country and will enhance the contribution of media to achieving

the Sustainable Development Goals in Curaçao.”

Panel

From l-r: Jackie Martis, Oompie Stroopie, 

Michael Voges, Roxiënne Alberto and Minister Irene Dick 

© Maarten van den Blink
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Furthermore this was also a very challenging year for the National

Commission, a year in which the Convention on the Safeguarding of

the Intangible Cultural Heritage was co-ratified. The project ‘Strength-

ening the capacities of Suriname and Dutch Caribbean Islands for im-

plementing the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible

Cultural Heritage (ICH) continued to being implemented in the Dutch

Caribbean islands. Within the framework of this project, national con-

sultations, joint trainings on the Implementation of the 2003 Conven-

tion and Community-based inventorying of ICH, as well as field

inventorying exercises have been implemented. WPFD was widely cel-

ebrated with members of the media as was International Day for the

Elimination of Violence against Women (Light up Orange), Remem-

brance and Abolition of the Slave Trade and World Book & Copyright

Day (WBCD).

Cooperation and collaborations between the Ministry of Social Devel-

opment, Labour and Welfare, National Library of Curaçao, UNDP,

CAFRA - Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action, Foun-

dation for Victim Assistance Curaçao were further strengthened. The

NatCom organized information sessions going into neighbourhoods to

create awareness on violence against women, the elderly and children

by making them aware of their rights and how to identify certain types

of abuse whether it be physical or verbal abuse. Focus was also put on

the persons and entities that work with the perpetrators so as to give

them the necessary tools to identify abuse and how to deal with this

as best as possible.

The participation programme approved projects aimed at working on

the self-esteem of young girls motivating them to be the best they can

be by impacting the life of others for sustainable growth. A project on



producing educational materials for primary and secondary schools on

the island in order to safeguard Curaçao’s intangible and tangible cul-

tural heritage and also to supporting Curaçao’s STI policy and a sports

conference for professionals to gain more knowledge on among other

the International Charter of Physical Education, Physical Activity and

Sport.

Information on abuse to the elderly related to the International Day

for the Elimination of Violence against Women 

© Curaçao National Commission/ Marva C. Browne
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Joint inscription St. Maarten-Suriname and Curaçao in the Memory of the World

Register for Latin America and the Caribbean (MOWLAC)

© Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

Highlight 2017
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Update of activities in 2017
The project “Strengthening the capacities of Suriname and Dutch

Caribbean Islands for implementing the Convention for the Safeguar-

ding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)”, with funds received from

the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund (earmarked contribution from

the Kingdom of the Netherlands), came to an end in 2017. Best Practice

that came forth is the establishment of a Dutch Caribbean ICH Plat-

form. NGOs continued to dedicate attention to International days such

as International Jazz Day, World Press Freedom Day, International Day

for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and International Day

for Tolerance. Other International Days coordinated by UNESCO were

combined with local days such as the Commemoration of Emancipation

Day, the revolt of slavery and International Day for the Remembrance

of the Slave Trade and its abolition. Willemstad Capital of Curaçao 

ce-lebrated 20 years on the World Heritage List with various activities.

Collaboration with several ministries, such as the Ministry for Economic

Development, continued. A one-and-a-half day workshop was organi-

zed on “Cultural Entrepreneurship in Curaçao”, in collaboration with

the National Anthropological Archaeological Memory Management,

Foundation Museo Tula and the Culture expert of the Kingston Cluster

Office. A joint nomination between Curaçao, St. Maarten and Suriname

on The Documentary Heritage of the Enslaved People of the Dutch

Caribbean and their descendants (1830-1869) was inscribed in the

Memory of the World Registry for Latin America and the Caribbean.

The documentary consists of slave, manumission and emancipation

registers. Civil registry documents of freed slaves and Plantation. 

Furthermore the state of compensation received by plantation owners

in 1863 (abolition of slavery in the Dutch Caribbean). Presentations
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were made for the Council of Ministers and Parliament on UNESCO and

its role and responsibilities. Relations were strengthened with the visit

of the Secretary- General of the Netherlands National Commission and

the programme Specialist for Communication & Information.

NatCom members and Ministers at the Council of Ministers

© Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

A success story
On 23 August, the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave

Trade and its Abolition, Curaçao reflected on the atrocities of this his-

torical trade and the need to remain vigilant so that structural instances

of human trafficking, and related exploitative economic systems like

the transatlantic slavery do not occur again in our human history. The

National Archaeological and Anthropological Memory Management

(NAAM) co-organized the event with support from the Curaçao 

19



National Commission for UNESCO, the Platform for Slavery and the

Slavery Heritage, and the National Platform for the Decade for People

of African Descent. The Secretary-General, Ms Marva Browne, placed

the remembrance in the context of UNESCO’s mission to promote

peace and the Organization’s establishing this date with the overall 

intent of contributing to, and inspiring the fight against all forms of

racism, prejudice, racial discrimination and social injustice inherited

from slavery. Highlight of the celebration was an exhibition of 13 

informative posters related to the International Decade for People of

African Descent, which tell the story of slavery and the slave trade and

the Decade. This material was made available by the UNESCO Office in

New York, through the intervention of the UNESCO Kingston Cluster

Office.

This material was made available by the UNESCO Office in New York, 

through the intervention of the UNESCO Kingston Cluster Office for the 

Exhibition of 13 informative posters related to Slavery, the Slave trade 

and Decade for People of African Descent. 

©Marva C. Browne 
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International Mother Language Day, prize for Papiamentu nominees

© Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO/Ken Wong

Highlight 2018
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Update of activities in 2018
The Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO throughout 2018 expe-

rienced another year of activities and challenges in which attention

was paid to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In its efforts

to incorporate the various SDGs in its activities, monthly meetings were

held with UN agencies represented in Curaçao and different ministries

in charge of coordinating the implementation of the SDGs. In collabo-

ration with the Kingston Cluster Office for the Caribbean and the 

Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports, a two-day confe-

rence “Get Inspired by UNESCO” was organized for NGOs in Sports and

Culture receiving funding from the Government. Youth organizations

were also involved to work on the launch of the “Bring your Own Bag”

(BYOB) Project as part of the Caribbean Youth Network for Climate

Change.

On International Mother Language Day the prize for Papiamentu was

announced, the purpose of which is to stimulate material produced in

the majority of the language spoken in Curaçao. World Book and Copy-

right Day focused on elementary schools, where writers visited schools

and stimulated reading among the youngsters. At the national library,

a Associated Schools Project Network was invited to participate in the

activities and were challenged by the Minister of Education to work on

the publication of a book in Papiamentu for 2019. A lot of focus was

placed upon participation of the youth. For Abolition  and Remem-

brance of the Slave Trade, youngsters were involved in a debate with

their elders on how they perceived this topic. Curaçao was host to the

Intergovernmental Coordination team Tsunami meeting. The interna-

tional day for Tolerance was celebrated by focusing among other on

the cultural diversity of the island. The 3rd phase of strengthening the
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capacities of Suriname and Dutch Caribbean islands to implement the

Convention for the Safeguarding of the ICH came to and the end. The

University of Curaçao and the Kingston Cluster Office for the Caribbean

organized a training workshop on Reporting on Sustainable Develop-

ment for journalists through the UNESCO Chair on Sustainable Deve-

lopment of Caribbean SIDS, by funding received from the IPDC. Best

practices with other National Commissions were also explored and 

established. Curaçao became one ASP network school richer and 

implementation of the approved PP’s on Curaçao Climate Change 

Policy Assessment, Fortifying Creative Thinking of Children Visiting

Early Childhood Education, BREAK THE SILENCE: say NO to bullying!!!,

and Neighbourhoods of Curaçao.

A success story
The Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports organized 

together with the Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO a confe-

rence on Gender Equality in School: Inclusion and Unity. This confe-

rence was a follow up based on an investigation “The Boy Problem:

Gender differences in Education Participation on the islands of the

Netherlands Antilles” done by the then Netherlands Antilles NatCom

for UNESCO in 2009. The conference covered the topics: “Many Hands,

one intention and one direction”, “Unveiling the potential of our Boys”,

“Boys can do better” and “House in the bushes: about gender and the

influence of home, class and streets in Curaçao.” The topic was dis-

cussed in a plenary session with groups of professionals in the field of

education. Afterwards the outcome of this session was discussed in a

panel of the experts who presented, prioritised and reframed. It was

important that the outcome contributed in a very specific way in 
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understanding the local problem and to solve this problematic for the

future. As a result, all the presentations were compiled in a publication

of a book and digital “Gender equality in schools: inclusion and unity,

Dissertations of the first conference on gender equality in our educa-

tion system in Curaçao”.

24

Gender Equality Conference - 2018

The speakers at the Conference Gender Equality in schools: inclusion 

and unity from l-r Johan Oldenboom, Susan Larmonie-Van Heydoorn, 

Minister Marilyn Alcalá-Wallé, Minister Rudy Lampe from Aruba,

Richenel Ansano and Dr Goretti Narain

© Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO/Ken Wong



Vivaband plays music by using recycle materials

© Oubaas Guillano Schoop

Update of articles in 2019
2019 saw many exciting and interesting activities and was a year of

ground breaking opportunities for Curaçao as a UNESCO Associate

Member State. During the 40th session of the General Conference, the

Secretary General gave a presentation at the Training Workshop for

New Secretaries-General of National Commissions for UNESCO and

also during the 6th Interregional Meeting of National Commissions.

In addition, Curaçao signed the Regional Convention on the Recogni-

tion of Studies, Diplomas and Degrees in Higher Education in Latin

Highlight 2019

25



26

America and the Caribbean, in representation of the Kingdom of The

Netherlands during a special first-time ceremony at Headquarters du-

ring the General Conference.

The National Commission paid a crucial role in attaining representation

of Curaçao on the SDG4-E2030 Regional Steering Committee, for 2019-

2020. This was the first time an Associate Member State was chosen

for membership.

The “Bring Your Own Bag” was launched, as part of the Youth Space

Initiatives project Caribbean Youth Network on Climate Change a Social

Education Campaign & Youth Capacity- Building Project, and in part-

nership with the private sector, youth groups, afterschool organizations

and NGOs in the field of recycling and environment. 

The participation programmes on:

“Break the Silence, Say NO to Bullying,”

“Neighbourhoods of Curaçao”,

“Curaçao Climate Change Policy Assessment”,

“Fortifying creative thinking of children including early childhood edu-

cation”, were all related to one or more of the 17 Sustainable Deve-

lopment Goals (SDGs), were successfully implemented and will

continue to be executed for an indefinite period on the island.

Trainings and workshops were held in cooperation with Field Offices,

all in line also with the SDGs.

The Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO partnered with NGOs,

Governmental Foundations and the Private Sector to produce and pu-

blish a book by and for elementary students. The Kolegio Don Sarto,

the first Curaçao UNESCO ASP School, was chosen to form part of this

special project.
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Students of the Kolegio Don Sarto class groups 7 and 8 were encoura-

ged to write a book of poems and Haiku, entitled “Kolegio Don Sarto

ta Skirbi”/Kolegio Don Sarto Writes. Illustrations were also done by the

students. The youngsters received a workshop on the ins and outs of

writing and were assisted by their teachers in writing their texts. A total

of 29 poems and 8 Haikus were written, each with an illustration, in-

cluding from students who did not write, to ensure inclusion as well as

creativity.

“When challenged by the Minister of Education, Science, Culture and

Sports to have a book published by them in 2019, Kolegio Don Sarto

accepted the challenge with open arms,” said the School Director. On

April 23, 2019 “Kolegio Don Sarto ta Skirbi” was launched during a pu-

blic activity at the National Library of Curaçao Frank Martinus Arion. A

promotional video by students on the launch was shared on the

school’s social media.

Working with partners was very important for the National Commis-

sion, as this book built on the help of the Committee of World Book

and Copyright Day, consisting of the Foundation for School Material,

Kressé Book and Gift store and the National Library of Curaçao Frank

Martinus Arion, as well as parents and teachers.

For 2019 the National Commission had set out some priorities 

to achieve which included the need to finish the restructuring of the 

National Commission, so as to make it more functional in a small socie-

ty. This was not quite achieved.



Launch of the book in Papiamentu Kolegio Don Sarto ta Skirbi at the Public Library

on the occasion of World Book & Copyright Day

©Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO/Jenilva Coffi-Alberto
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Chairpersons: 

2016

Ms Irene Dick Minister of Education, Science, Culture & Sports 

23 December 2013 - 23 December 2016

2016-2017

Mr Hensley F. Koeiman, Minister of Education, Science, Culture &

Sports a.i. 23 December 2016 - 24 March 2017 

Ms Rinnah M. M. Esprit-Maduro EdD, MPE, BRE, Brain- Based Ed. 

Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports, 

24 March 2017 – 29 May 2017

2017

Ms Marilyn M. Alcalá-Wallé, Minister of Education, Science, Culture

& Sports 29 May 2017 - 27 January 2020

Members Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO
Education Expert             

Natural Sciences Experts 

Social & Human Sciences/Youth Representative

Culture Expert

Media Expert

World Heritage Expert                   

Secretary General National Commission

Policy Director Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports

Permanent Secretary Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports

Secretariat Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

Secretary General   

Programme coordinator for Culture

Chairpersons of the Curaçao
National Commission for 
UNESCO
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Participation Programme 2016 - 2017 US$

STI Policy 

©Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

Title Geo Amount 

approved

Implemented by Funded by 

 

Curaçao Sports 

Conference 

 

Social & 

Human 

Science/

Sport 

 

$ 20000 

 

FDDK 

(Fundashon Desaroyo  

Depor vo Kòrsou)
 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Be the best you can be 

by impac ng the life of 

others 

for sustainable growth 

Social & 

Human 

Science/

Youth 

$ 20000 

 

AGPNA 

(Asosiashon di 

Guia PNA) 

 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Producing educa onal 

materials for primary 

and secondary schools 

of Curaçao in Order to 

safeguard Curaçao’s 

intangible and tangible 

cultural heritage 

Culture  $ 18000 NAAM (Na onal 

Anthropological 

Archaeological 

Memory 

Management) 

 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Suppor ng Curaçao’s 

STI 

Policy 

 

Educa on 

 

$ 18000 

 Science, Culture 

and Sports  

 

UNESCO  HQ 

through the PP 

TOTAL Received  

 

 $ 76000   

Ministry of Educa on, 

Finances Projects
by UNESCO
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Title Geo Amount 

approved 

Implemented by Funded by Facilitated by

Joint Training on 
Safeguarding within 
the project 
Strengthening the 
capacities of Suriname
and Dutch Caribbean 
Islands for 
implementing the 
Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage 

Culture $ 39900 
 

Curaçao NatCom Intangible 
Cultural 
Heritage 
Fund

Field Cluster 
O�ce for the 
Caribbean 
(COC), Jamaica

TOTAL Received  

 
 $ 39900 

 

Extra Budgetary 2016 US$

Benta musical instrument-ICH 

©Curaçao National Commission 

for UNESCO/Ken Wong



Regular Budget DUES UNESCO 2016

BOTH AMOUNTS PAYABLE *

*In accordance with 38 C/Resolution 83, unless the amounts assessed

in USD and in EUR are received simultaneously and in full, credit will

be given against the contributions due in the proportion in which they

are assessed (47% EUR and 53 % USD) using the United Nations oper-

ational rate of exchange prevailing on the date of receipt.

Regular Budget DUES UNESCO 2017

BOTH AMOUNTS PAYABLE *
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CONTRIBUTION TO UNESCO’S REGULAR BUDGET AMOUNTS DUE IN 2016 CURAÇAO 

RATE OF ASSESSMENT: 0.0006% 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUDGET 

- 2016 Contribu on                                             

Por on payable  

in USD 

1038 

Por on payable  

in EUR 

800 

AMOUNT DUE IN  US DOLLARS               1038     

AMOUNT DUE IN EUROS                                              

                                                       

 

800 

 

CONTRIBUTION TO UNESCO’S REGULAR BUDGET AMOUNTS DUE IN 2017 CURAÇAO 

RATE OF ASSESSMENT: 0.0006% 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUDGET 

- 2017 Contribu on                                             

Por on payable 

in USD 

Por on payable  

in EUR      

                                                                        

                                                                 2046
 

                                                1570 

AMOUNT DUE IN US DOLLARS   

                                                                 2046 

AMOUNT DUE IN EUROS 

                                                      

                                                                                

                                                        
        

1570 



Participation Programme 2018 - 2019 US$

Filming of Neighbourhoods ©Fundashon Famia Nukleo di Bario
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Title Geo Amount 

approved 

Implemented by Funded by 

 

Break the Silence: 

say NO to bullying!!! 

Educa on $ 22000 J.W.Th. 

Schotborghschool 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

For fying crea ve 

thinking of children 

visi ng early 

childhood 

educa on. 

Educa on $ 20000 ODIM UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Neighbourhoods of 

Curaçao  

Culture $ 15000 Fundashon Famia 

Nukleo di Bario 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Curaçao Climate 

Change Policy 

Assessment 

Natural

Science 

$ 15000 Meteorological 

Department/Climate 

Change Commi ee 

UNESCO HQ 

through the PP 

Total  $ 72000   
 



UNESCO IPDC Programme 2018 US$ 

UNESCO Chair SIDS SDGs

©University of Curaçao 

Dr. Frumencio Moises Da Costa Gomez
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Title Geo Amount 

Received 

Implemented by Funded by 

 

Training workshop 

Repor ng on 

Sustainable 

Development in 

Curaçao 

Communica on 

and 

Informa on 

$ 8000 University of 

Curaçao and 

Curaçao NatCom 

UNESCO IPDC 

Programme 

Total  $ 8000   
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Regular Budget DUES UNESCO 2018

BOTH AMOUNTS PAYABLE (*)

*In accordance with 39 C/Resolution 68, unless the amounts assessed

in USD and in EUR are received simultaneously and in full, credit will

be given against the contributions due in the proportion in which they

are assessed (47% EUR and 53 % USD) using the United Nations oper-

ational rate of exchange prevailing on the date of receipt.

 

CONTRIBUTION TO UNESCO’S REGULAR BUDGET AMOUNTS DUE IN 2018 CURAÇAO 

RATE OF ASSESSMENT: 0.0006% 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUDGET 

- 2018 Contribu on                                             

Por on payable in USD                    1038    

AND 

Por on payable in EUR       

800 

AMOUNT DUE IN US DOLLARS       

                                                          1038  

AMOUNT DUE IN EUROS  

                                                                     

                                                                            

                                                                             
800 



Regular Budget DUES UNESCO 2019 US$ 

Social Media Workshop ©Curaçao National 

Commission for UNESCO
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CONTRIBUTION TO UNESCO’S REGULAR BUDGET AMOUNTS DUE IN 2019 CURAÇAO 

RATE OF ASSESSMENT: 0.0006% 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BUDGET 

- 2019 Contribu on                                             

Por on payable  

in USD 

790      

Por on payable  

in EUR  

606      

AMOUNT DUE IN US DOLLARS                           

                                                                790 

AMOUNT DUE IN EUROS  

                                                                     

      

606      



UNESCO United Nations Educational Scientific Cultural Organisation

UN United Nations

COC Cluster Office for the Caribbean

LAC Latin America and Caribbean 

NatCom National Commission

IPDC International Programme for the Development of 

Communication

ADG Assistant Director General

ICH Intangible Cultural Heritage

MDI Media Development Indicators

SIDS Small Island Developing States

LDC Least Developed Countries

HQ Headquarters

WBCD World Book & Copyright Day

WPFD World Press Freedom Day

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

CAFRA Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action

STI Science, Technology and Innovation

PP Participation Programme

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

E2030 Education 2030

NAAM National Archaeological and Anthropological Memory

Management

BYOB Bring Your Own Bag

TBT Trese Bo Tas

MOWLAC Memory of the World for Latin America and the Caribbean

ACCRONYMS
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Press Coverage 2016
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Lifestyle
Healthy Tips

Spotlight
DJ Fab

Explore
Curacao 
Museum

Op dit moment bedraagt 
de ruimte voor aftrek van 
premies voor een oudedags-
voorziening maximaal 1000 
gulden. Het voorstel van de 
regering is om deze aftrek te 
verruimen tot 10.000 gulden. 
Het voorstel moet werkne-
mers op Curaçao stimule-
ren om meer te sparen voor 
hun pensioen. Naast deze 
verhoging wordt ook de mo-
gelijkheid geïntroduceerd 
om via banksparen, waarbij 
het spaarbedrag op een ge-
blokkeerde rekening wordt 
gestort, een pensioen op te 
bouwen. “Dit maakt het zo-
wel voor werknemers als on-
dernemers en zelfstandigen 
zonder personeel mogelijk 
om op een simpele, transpa-
rante en economisch verant-
woorde wijze extra pensioen 
op te bouwen voor de oude 
dag.”
In de Memorie van Toelich-
ting (MvT) op de wet is opge-
nomen dat ongeveer 30.000 
personen op het eiland die 
op dit moment werkzaam 
zijn in de toekomst voor hun 
pensioen alleen afhankelijk 
zullen zijn van de algemene 
ouderdomsverzekering (aov). 
“Echter, een aov-uitkering 
zonder aanvullende oude-

dagsvoorziening zal niet ge-
noeg zijn voor deze groep om 
in de toekomst als gepensi-
oneerden een maatschap-
pelijk aanvaardbaar niveau 
van leven te kunnen leiden”, 
benadrukt de regering in de 
MvT.

Pensioengat
Personen die wel een pen-
sioen uit een tweede bron, 
zoals een bedrijfspensioen, 
hebben, lopen vaak het risi-
co dat zij met een zogenoemd 
pensioengat te maken krij-
gen. Een pensioengat kan 
door diverse omstandighe-
den ontstaan, bijvoorbeeld 
wanneer iemand van baan 
verandert of als het aanvul-
lend pensioen niet toerei-
kend blijkt te zijn. 
Het kan ook zijn dat de 
werknemer behoefte heeft 
aan een overbruggingspen-
sioen, wanneer een in het 
buitenland opgebouwd pen-

sioen later van kracht wordt 
dan op Curaçao of wanneer 
bij het bereiken van de pen-
sioengerechtigde leeftijd de 
gepensioneerde nog een hy-
potheek heeft af te lossen.
Om bovengenoemde rede-
nen is het volgens regering 
zeer wenselijk en belangrijk 
dat de mogelijkheid om ex-
tra pensioen op te bouwen 
wordt verruimd. “Voor wie 
nog geen pensioen heeft op-
gebouwd, kan in de leemte 
worden voorzien en voor wie 
met een pensioengat wordt 
geconfronteerd, kunnen de 
gevolgen daarvan worden 
gemitigeerd.”
Het pensioen waarvoor de 
regering zich in het voorstel 
sterk maakt is een ‘derde pij-
ler pensioen’ (zie kader). Dit 
biedt de mogelijkheid aan de 
inwoners van Curaçao om 
naast de aov of hun bedrijfs-
pensioen extra te sparen 
voor hun oudedagsvoorzie-
ning, zodat zij na hun pensi-
onering een maatschappelijk 
aanvaardbaar pensioen kun-
nen genieten en een kwali-
tatief goed leven kunnen lei-
den. Op het moment worden 
Curaçaoënaars echter niet 
geprikkeld om een derde pij-
ler pensioen op te bouwen, 
met alle gevolgen van dien, 
staat in de MvT vermeld.

30.000 werkenden in toekomst alleen aangewezen op aov

WILLEMSTAD — Financiën-minister José Jardim (na-
mens onafhankelijk Statenlid Glenn Sulvaran) heeft 
een nieuwe belastingwet naar de Staten gestuurd. De 
wet ‘Landsverordening pensioensparen, reparatie en 
modernisering belastingverordeningen’ heeft onder 
andere als doel om meer ruimte te geven om voor een 
eigen pensioen te sparen. Er zijn 30.000 werkenden 
die na hun pensionering alleen op aov aangewezen 
zullen zijn. Ook een pensioengat, waarbij men maar 
deels een pensioen heeft opgebouwd, komt veel voor.

Belastingaanpassing 
biedt meer ruimte 
voor pensioensparen

Drie pensioenpijlers

Immaterieel erfgoed zijn de 
niet-tastbare gewoontes of 
gebruiken van vroeger die 
men - nog steeds - koestert. 
Het is de kennis en kunde 
die men levend wil houden 
en wil doorgeven aan vol-
gende generaties. Immate-
rieel erfgoed evolueert zo 
mee met de tijd. Tijdens 
de workshops ontwikkelen 
de deelnemers plannen om 
het immaterieel cultureel 
erfgoed in hun land te be-
houden.
De deelnemers zijn een van 
de eersten die een nieuwe 
interactieve Unesco-trai-
ning volgen. Deelnemers 
komen uit Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curaçao, Saba, St. Eusta-

tius, St. Maarten en Suri-
name en zijn werkzaam bij 
NGO’s en overheidsdien-
sten die zich inzetten voor 

het cultureel erfgoed in de 
voormalige Nederlandse 
koloniën in het Caribisch 
gebied. Het regionale kan-
toor van Unesco in Jamaica 
heeft de laatste twee jaar in 
het Caribische deel van het 
Koninkrijk met deskundi-
gen in het veld gesproken 

en op basis daarvan de be-
hoeftes geïnventariseerd. 

De conferentie wil in die 
behoeftes voorzien om zo de 
capaciteiten te versterken 
van degenen die het imma-
terieel cultureel erfgoed be-
schermen.

WILLEMSTAD — Meer 
dan twintig deelnemers 
uit zeven verschillende 
landen zijn op Curaçao 
voor een vierdaagse con-
ferentie over het behoud 
van cultureel erfgoed. 
Deze conferentie van 
Unesco is vandaag van 
start gegaan en duurt tot 
en met aanstaande vrij-
dag.

Opkomen voor 
immaterieel cultureel erfgoed

Groepsfoto van alle deelnemers.
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Minister van Cultuur Irene Dick vanmorgen bij de opening van de conferentie.

De aanhouding vond plaats 
op haar werk. Waar precies 
wil het OM niet kwijt, ook 
niet hoe oud de vrouw is 
noch wat haar betrokken-
heid is bij de zaak. Wel is 
duidelijk dat zij de zesde 
verdachte is in deze zaak. 
Volgens OM-woordvoerder 
Norman Serphos zitten er 

met deze vrouw momenteel 
vijf verdachten vast. Een an-
dere verdachte werd onder 
voorwaarden vrijgelaten.
Zoals bekend stonden drie 
verdachten ook al terecht. 
Het betrof echter een pro 
forma-behandeling. Het 
einddossier in deze zaak is 
ook al verspreid, maar het 
onderzoek is nog lang niet 
klaar. Officier van justitie 
Gert Rip wist bij die behan-
deling al te vertellen dat de 
zaak in augustus aanstaan-
de nog steeds niet klaar zal 
zijn. Ook die zitting zal een 
pro forma-behandeling zijn. 

Vervolg op pagina 2

WILLEMSTAD — In op-
dracht van het Openbaar 
Ministerie is vanochtend 
de vrouw S.M. aangehou-
den, in verband met de 
fatale roof op Franscico 
‘Franky Stul’ Ignacia (74) 
op 20 december vorig 
jaar bij Blue Bay.

Zesde arrestatie 
fatale roof Blue Bay

door Xavora Ricardo-van 
der Biest
 
Het multifunctionele sport-
centrum in Barber wordt 
momenteel beheerd door Se-
dreko. “Er is een openstaande 
schuld van 900.000 gulden 
die Sedreko eerst moet ont-
vangen voordat de overdracht 
van de zaal kan plaatsvindt”, 
aldus bestuurslid Solognier. 
“Sedreko heeft op eigen kos-
ten de eerste fase, de sport-
zaal gerealiseerd. Dit is een 
schuld die bij ons openstaat 

en die wij betaald willen heb-
ben.” 
 
Er is een projectteam op-
gesteld om de zaal over te 
dragen aan de regering. Zo-
wel Solognier als zijn mede-
bestuurslid Boy Melfor, heeft 
meerdere malen contact pro-
beren te krijgen met de pre-
mier, maar dat is tot op heden 
niet gelukt. Verder is er van 

de kant van de regering ook 
geen reactie gekomen op het 
verzoek.
Solognier geeft aan tot 7 juni 
alles in het werk te stellen om 
een reactie over de overdracht 
van de Whiteman te krijgen. 
“Na deze datum wordt er naar 
een vervolgoplossing gezocht 
voor deze zaal”, aldus het Se-
dreko-bestuurslid.

Gesprekken met ViBa
“Tegelijkertijd hebben wij ge-
sprekken gehad met Fundas-
hon Vishon Bándabou (ViBA) 
om het beheer van de zaal aan 
hun over te dragen”, zegt So-
lognier. “Op dit moment wacht 
Sedreko op een antwoord van 
ViBa over de overname van 
het beheer van de zaal.”
De sportspullen zijn gekocht, 
maar er is iemand nodig om 
deze spullen en de zaal te be-
heren. “Er is gekozen voor een 
overdracht aan ViBa, omdat 
de zaal in gebruik moet wor-
den genomen om te voorko-
men dat deze achteruit gaat”, 
zegt Solognier. “De omheining 
is reeds voor een gedeelte be-
schadigd en er wordt verder 
wordt geen enkel onderhoud 
gepleegd.”

Sedreko wil eerst 9 ton terug

BARBER — De voormali-
ge sportstichting Sedreko 
geeft de regering tot 7 juni 
de tijd om te reageren op 
haar verzoek om de sport-
zaal van het multifunctio-
nele sportcentrum in Bar-
ber over te nemen. “Er is 
een projectteam ingesteld 
voor de overdracht van 
Sedreko naar de regering, 
maar tot op heden heeft 
premier Ben Whiteman 
(PS) geen reactie gege-
ven over de het wel of niet 
willen overnemen van de 
zaal”, zegt Ashur Solog-
nier, Sedreko-bestuurslid.

�Regering draalt met 
overname sportcentrum Barber�

De omheining is al gedeelte-
lijk beschadigd.
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Today the worldwide community of 

museums is celebrating the Inter-

national Museum Day. This is a way 

to encourage public awarenss of 

the role of museums in the devel-

opment of society. Curaçao has a 

nice variety of interesting museums. 

Learn more about Curaçao’s history 

and treat yourself on a meaningful 

museum day.
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Dit jaar lag de focus van de 
training op het maken van 
een plan ter bescherming 
van het immaterieel erfgoed. 
De trainingen werden gege-
ven door Unesco-medewer-
kers uit Jamaica, Engeland 
en BeIize. De organisatie lag 
in handen van de Nationale 
Commissie van Unesco op 
Curaçao, in samenwerking 
met alle betrokken partners. 
Onder immaterieel erfgoed 
wordt verstaan de niet-tast-
bare gewoontes en gebrui-
ken van vroeger, die men nu 
nog steeds koestert. Het is de 

kennis en kunde die men le-
vend wil houden en wil door-
geven aan volgende gene-
raties. Immaterieel erfgoed 
evolueert zo met de tijd mee. 
Voor Curaçao is het blazen 
op de kachu (koehoorn) een 
van de verdwijnende gebrui-
ken die beschermd dienen 
te worden. Het verdrag van 
Unesco meldt expliciet dat 
de gemeenschap zelf moet 
aangeven welke gewoontes, 
die onder het immaterieel 
erfgoed vallen, behouden 
moeten blijven. Vaak kiest 
de staat of ngo’s wat zij de 

moeite waard vinden om le-
vend te houden. In dit ver-
drag zijn het de mensen in 
de gemeenschap die dat be-
palen. 
Niet veel mensen op Curaçao 
weten nog hoe ze op een ka-
chu moeten blazen of hoe ze 
die moeten maken. Het is een 
techniek die deel uitmaakt 
van de cultuur van Curaçao 
en waar slaven nog gebruik 
van hebben gemaakt. De ka-
chu werd gebruikt om mu-
ziek te maken maar ook als 
communicatiemiddel. Het 
instrument wordt vaak tij-
dens het seú-feest gebruikt, 
maar buiten het seú-seizoen 
bijna niet meer. Volgens Ri-
chenel Ansano, directeur van 
NAAM, zijn er slechts drie 
of vier groepen die nog op 

de kachu blazen. De kennis 
dreigt volgens Marva Brow-
ne, secretaris-generaal van 
Unesco op Curaçao, echter 
verloren te gaan. Degenen 
met kennis over oude ge-
woontes zijn niet de jongsten 
meer en wanneer zij komen 
te overlijden nemen ze al 
hun kennis mee het graf in. 
Daarom is het volgens haar 
belangrijk om deze gewoon-
tes te documenteren, voordat 
het te laat is. 

Prioriteit
Curaçao is het laatste land 
in het Koninkrijk dat het 
verdrag ter bescherming van 
het immaterieel cultureel 
erfgoed nog moet ratificeren. 

Vervolg op pagina 2

Bescherming 
immaterieel erfgoed stap dichterbij

WILLEMSTAD — Curaçao is deze week weer iets 
dichterbij gekomen bij het doel om het verdrag ter 
bescherming van het immaterieel cultureel erfgoed 
te implementeren. Dit verdrag werd in 2012 door Ne-
derland geratificeerd. Om de deskundigheid van de 
Caribische delen van het Koninkrijk en Suriname 
rond het beschermen van immaterieel erfgoed te be-
vorderen, worden er jaarlijks trainingen door Unesco 
gegeven. Gisteren werd de derde training hierover in 
het Renaissance Hotel afgesloten met een culturele 
avond.
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Tijdens de culturele avond werd er een kwartetspel gespeeld met afbeeldingen van objecten die onder immaterieel cultureel 
erfgoed vallen.

Grupo Serenada trad gisteren op als afsluiting van de vierdaagse training. Harry Moen speelt hier op de benta.
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Press Coverage 2017
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Press Coverage 2018
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Press Coverage 2019
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Photo Gallery 2016 

5 Years Associate Member

Dutch Caribbean Platform
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Implementation Convention Intangible
Cultural Heritage trainings
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Information Sessions

International Days
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Launch Media Development Indicators



83

Launch UNESCO Chair on Water Technology

Visits
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39th General Conference

Climate Change

Photo Gallery 2017
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Curtain on race
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Interregional Meeting Shanghai, China



8787

Meeting Caribbean Secretaries General in Jamaica
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Meeting with Council of Ministers and the NatCom
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Memory of the World Latin America and Caribbean Meeting
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Workshop Participation Programme STI

World Press Freedom Day
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Get Inspired by UNESCO on Sport

Photo Gallery 2018



International Day for Tolerance

International Mother Language Day Prize Papiamentu
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Interregional meeting
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Launch UNESCO Curaçao App
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Ministry of VVRP Conference



98

Participation Programme Be the Best You can Be
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UNESCO Associated School Project J.W.Th. Schotborghschool



100

UNESCO Chair on SIDS University of Curaçao
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UNESCO Institute for Statistics Workshop Aruba
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World Book and Copyright Day Celebration



Photo Gallery 2019
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6th Interregional Meeting
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40th General Conference Paris



Associated Schools Project Network-Agriculture
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Intangible Cultural Heritage Commi*ee Curaçao

International Mother Language Day
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Participation Programme Curaçao 
Climate Change Policy Assessment

Participation Programme-Break the Silence-Say NO to Bullying
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Participation Programme-Fortifying creative thinking 
of children visitingearly childhood éducation

Participation Programme-Neighbourhoods of Curaçao
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Trese Bo Tas
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World Book and Copyright Day Kolegio Don Sarto ta Skirbi
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Secretariat Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

The UNESCO Secretariat is housed at the Ministry of Education, 

Science, Culture and Sports.

The offices are located on the third floor at the APC-Complex, Schouw-

burgweg 24/26 in Willemstad, Curaçao.

It is headed by a Secretary General who works along with a programme

specialist for Culture. A centre caters to the general public and to other

Ministries information and documentation received from UNESCO in

its fields of expertise (education, sciences, culture, and communication

& information).

Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports

©Marva C. Browne

Secretariat
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