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“Since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds 
of men that the defences of peace must be constructed…” 
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From the desk of
the Secretary General

The year 2020 had an unusual impact on humanity with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
We had to adapt to a new normal in which, among others, 
the use of digital resources were accelerated in an instant in 
the educational system, projects and activities in Curaçao. In 
response to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the process was started to support Member States and Associate 
Member States in the various areas of UNESCO’s work, 
especially in the field of education. In Response to COVID-19 in 
the Caribbean, the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and 
Sports took decisive action to ensure continuity of education on 
the island. As part of its leadership role, the Ministry engaged 
stakeholders in the field to collaboratively prepare for the safe 
reopening of schools. Throughout the pandemic, the Ministry 
maintained transparent communication with the public, 
providing daily updates, when necessary, on developments in 
the education sector through press conferences and briefings. 
Weekly consultations with all school boards ensured a 
coordinated approach to reopening.
The Ministry had an active role in UNESCO’s response to 
COVID-19 in Education roles in the Education. Furthermore, 
the National Commission contributed to the translation of 



5

Annual Photographic Report 2020

the text for the UNESCO Caribbean Video Animation for the 
Safe Return to School during the COVID-19 crisis into Dutch 
and Papiamentu, as well as the accompanying posters. This 
material was distributed to schools and placed on social media 
and sent to the media for coverage.
Master trainings were organized in collaboration with Black 
Board Academy and Microsoft. “Blackboard Academy Caribbean 
Sub-Regional Pilot Project 2020-Professional Development for 
Teachers for Blended Learning and Online Strategies” and 
Global Education Coalition -Mitigating the impact of Covid19 
on Education Systems Phase 2- MICROSOFT. In the pilot, 
UNESCO and Blackboard Academy launched the initiative to 
have a group of teachers from across the Caribbean (Dutch 
and English speaking) participate in the pilot for “online 
and blended learning skills”, thus supporting the continued 
guarantee of the quality of education during the pandemic. 
Following the pilot phase, a total of 12,440 teachers across the 
Caribbean received training. Among them were 123 teachers 
from Curaçao, all of whom successfully completed the training 
and were awarded certificates. Additionally, a group of master 
trainers was trained, including seven participants from Curaçao 
representing Public School Board (DOS), the University  
of Curaçao (UoC), OSBOD, and Room Catholic School Board 
(RK/CS).
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Highlights of activities in 
2020 in response 
to the pandemic

Pandanmic COVID 19 activities
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International Mother Language Day
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Break the silence: Say NO to Bullying 2018-2019 

Participation Programme 2020 - 2021
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MAB Youth Forum: 
Empowering Young People and Ensuring Environmental, 

Social and Economic Sustainability in the proposed 
territory of Middle Curaçao Biosphere Reserve 
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Capacity Building Workshop for UNESCO National 
and School ASP Network Coordinators



24

Curaçao National Commission for UNESCO

Institutional strengthening of the inspectorate of 
Education towards building research and planning 

capacity. 

Institutional strengthening of the inspectorate  
of Education towards building research  

and planning capacity 
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Curaçao Sports Data: 
Towards an optimal sports management

Social and Human 
Sciences Youth and Sport

Bring Your Own Bag project
“Bring Your Own Bag: In Digital Movement”
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Regional workshop on 
UNESCO Convention
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Courtesy Visits
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World Teachers’ Day
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Training Curaçao National 
Commission for UNESCO
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Newspaper Coverage
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Contribution to UNESCO’S regular budget amounts due in 
2020
Curaçao
Rate of assessment: 0,0006%
	
	 Portion 	 Portion 	
	 payable	 payable
	 in USD	 in EUR (1)
	 _______	 _______
CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
THE BUDGET
- 2020 Contribution 	 1571
	 _____________
AMOUNT DUE IN USD 	 1571	    Not applicable (1)
AMOUNT DUE IN EUR 	 =======      =======

(1) In accordance with 40 C/Resolution 72, where the annual 
assessed contribution for a Member State is less than 
USD 200,000 that Member State’s contribution to the budget 
shall be assessed in USD only.

Contribution
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Participation Programme 
2020-2021

Request 	 Description 	 Amount 
number 		  approved US$
		
1290117161 	 MAB Youth Forum: Empowering  
	 Young People and Ensuring  
	 Environmental, Social and Economic  
	 Sustainability in the proposed territory  
	 of Middle Curaçao Biosphere Reserve** 		  21,000

1290117163 	 Capacity Building Workshop for  
	 UNESCO National and School ASP  
	 Network Coordinators*** 		  23,000

1290117164	 Institutional strengthening of  
	 the inspectorate of Education towards  
	 building researchand planning capacity		  16,500

1290117165 	 Curaçao Sports Data: Towards an  
	 optimal sports management** 		  12,500 
	
	 Total		  73,000



49

Annual Photographic Report 2020

Acronyms

DOS			   Dienst Openbare Scholen
UoC			   University of Curaçao
R.K.C.S.		  Rooms Katholiek Centraal School Bestuur
OSBOD		  Openbaar Secundair Beroeps Onderwijs 
 			   Deeltijdopleidingen
AD Newspaper 	 Algemeen Dagblad
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National Commission 

This consists of a Chairperson, Secratary General of the 
National Commission Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Education, Science, Culture & Sports, Specialists in the field of 
Education, Science, Culture & Sports, Youth, World Heritage 
and Communication & Information.

Secretariat
Secretary General
Coordinator for Culture
External collaborators

Contact us:
Address	 APC-Complex
	 Schouwburgweg 24/26
	 Willemstad, Curaçao
Telephone	 +599 9 434 3734
	 +599 9 434 3712
Email	 info@natcomcuracao.org
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